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Overseas students form 9% of IIM-C

Our Bureau KOLKATA

MORE overseas students have headed for the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta (1IM-C) than ever before. The 362-
strong IIMC batch of 2010-12 has 32 overseas students, a significant increase over last year’s tally of 19 in a batch of 408. The
overseas students comprise 8.8% of the batch this time compared to 4.6% of the batch of 2009-11.

Overseas students, who are admitted through the GMAT, are typically students who have completed their undergraduation
abroad or have worked outside India for a considerable period before deciding to return to pursue their management studies
here. This year's overseas students have opted for IIM-C over leading schools like the Stanford Graduate School of Business,
Leeds University Business School, National University of Singapore and the like. The number of students with prior work
experience has increased from 63% last year to 68% this year, the average experience being of 20 months. While some have quit
jobs in investment banks, IT and consulting firms, there are students who worked previously with NGOs, public sector firms,
healthcare firms as well as scientists and teachers. There are also around 15 entrepreneurs who have their own businesses.

As usual, engineers make up the majority of the batch, though at 91% it's a trifle less than last year's ratio of 94%. The
percentage of women students has gone up to 12% from 10% in the last batch. The batch of 2010-12 also has 22 postgraduates
in streams like transportation engineering, life sciences, economics, thermal and fluid engineering, human resource
management, social enterpreneurship and microelectronics. Of the total batch, 309 are in the PGDM course while the remaining
53 are in PGDCM
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IIT Kharagpur used
rural location excuse

FRINGE BENEFIT Board argued quota was needed to retain teachers
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NEW DELHI: Indian Institute of
Technology, Kharagpur, used
its ‘rural” location to justify an
illegal and secret quota it kept
aside for stafl wards for over
four decades, twice rejecting
calls from within the IIT com-
munity to serap the reserva-
tion.

The gquota was critieal to
retain teachers who other insti-
tutions — ineluding other [ITs
— were trying to poach, the II'T
Kharagpur Board of Governors
(BoG) argued as justification,
documents accessed by HT
throueh the RTI Act reveal.

HThad on Monday exposed
how India's oldest 11T secretly
blocked 25 per cent seats inits
popular five-year science pro-
gramimes for hand-picked nom-
inees, even as others had
cleared the [IT Joint Entrance
Examination. At least one stu-
dent beneficiary of this quota
i= at present a faculty member
in the chemistry department at
IIT Kharagpur.

The quota was started before
the II'T-JEE was born in the
mid-1960s and continued till
2005 when it was suspended
and then abandoned the fol-
lowing vear.

But the illegal quota was chal-
lenged internally by eritics in
1988, and the T decided to
phase out the illegal reserva-
tion — a decision it backtracked

IIT Kharagpur, being
ted in rural surrounding
prives its faculty and
advantages that other IIT
offer their employees.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

on. The [IT BoG decided on
November 30, 1988 to ask the
Institute Senate “to work out
the modality for phasing out the
existing BoG quota system for
admission to 5 year seience
courses progressively”, meet-
ing minutes show. The Senate
consists of administrators and
teachers.

But the IIT did not vhase out

the quota and was again chal-
lenged by others win the IIT
community in 2008, However,
the BoG decided — at its meet-
ing on January 13, 2003 — to
continue with the quota.

“UT Kharagpur, being locat-
ed in rural surroundings, depr-
ives its faculty and staff of adva-
ntages that other [TTs offer their
employees such as good schio-
ol and college facilities,” the BoG
argued. The Board said it was
“because of this (that) a num-
ber of faculty left 1T Kharagpur
and joined other institutions”.

The Bols also decided staff
wards don't need to appear for
IIT-JEE to benefit from the quo-
ta and authorised the Director
and Senate to work out
madalities for admissions to the
auota.

Page 2 of 4



HindustanTimes

Title : ht INYESTIGATION - IIT-Kharagpur kept aside illegal quota for staff
Author : Charu Sudan Kasturi charu.kasturi@hindustantimes.com

Location : NEW DELHI:
Article Date : 07/27/2010

IIT-Khara

kept aside i le al
quota for sta

1 {INVESTIGATION

Charu Sudan Kasturi
m chury kb hindustantimes oan

NEW DELHE The Indian Institule
of Technology, Kharagpur was
secretly — and illegally — keep-
ing aside a discretionary sdmis-
sion quota for children of its
teachers and stall for over four
decades, admitting dozens of
students to seats they failed
to secure through the 1IT-Joint
Entrance Examination.
Documents necessed by HT
using the RTI Act show the
country’s oldest IIT — started
in 1951 — blocked 25 per cent
of its seats in popular five-year
integrated science courses (up
to M.Se level) for handpicked
nominees, even as students from
the rest of Indin had to elear
the [IT-JEE for admission,
T wards merely needed G0
per cent marks in their Class
XII Board examination and
should have appeared in the
IIT-JEE to be eligible for the
quota seats, doled out at the
institute director's discretion.
Between 20083 and 2006, those
who got in through this illegal
quota didn't even need to appear

DOCUMENTS ACCESSED
BY HTSHOW THE
COUNTRYS OLDEST IIT
BLOCKED SEATS IN
POPULAR COURSES FOR

——

for the entrance exam.

The secret quota was sus-
pended in 2005, the year the
ETI Act was lsunched, and was
abandoned in 2006 under pres-
sure from the Joint Admission
Board of all I'Ts, which organ-
ises the entrance examination,

“This was the most shame-
ful chapter in the history of the
[ITs. I tried convincing eol-
leagues to end the quota, but
failed,” said a former IIT
Kharagpur director who was
incharge for several vears when
the guota was in place,

The IIT admitted 88 students
through the secret quota bet-
ween 1998 and 2005, includ-
ing 50 in 2003 and 2004, doc-
uments reveal. The quota was
never discloged in admission
brochures — unlike all other
reservations for backward com-
munities that the IITs have.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Chakraborty, now the
Director of II'T Bhubaneswar
and VK Tewari, the organis-
ing chairman of the IIT-JEE
in 2006. Chakraborty, who
has also been deputy direc-
tor of 1I'T Kharagpur, con-
firmed the discretionary

guota to HT but argued: “Not
only my son, the sons and
daughters of many others in
the faculty were also admit-
ted through this quota.”

The IIT has not disclosed
exactly when the quota was
started, but minutes of an
August 16, 1988 board of gov-
ernors meeting reveal that the
quota existed even before the
IIT-JEE was started in the
mid-1960s
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